
 
             

Family Emergency Preparedness Plan 
A Resource from Cohen, Tucker + Ades Immigration Law 

In light of the new "mega-warehouse" detention strategies and increased enforcement, having a plan is not just 
about safety—it is about protecting your legal rights. Use this checklist to ensure your family is prepared for 
any situation. 

 
1. Important Document Folder 
Keep a folder (physical and digital) in a secure, accessible location. It should contain: 

​ Identification: Copies of passports, birth certificates, and ID cards for all family members. 
​ Immigration Records: Copies of any filings, work permits, or previous court orders. 
​A-Numbers: Write down the Alien Registration Number ($A-Number$) for every non-citizen in the 
household. 

​Medical Info: A list of essential medications and health conditions. 
​Emergency Contacts: Phone numbers for your attorney, consulate, and local support groups. 

 
2. The "Power of Attorney" (POA) 
If a parent or guardian is detained, who will care for the children or manage the finances? 

​Childcare Proxy: Designate a trusted person to care for your children. In many states, you can sign a 
"Parental Designation" or "Caregiver’s Authorization." 

​Financial POA: Ensure a trusted person can access bank accounts to pay rent or legal fees if you are 
unable to do so. 

 
Note: We recommend consulting with our firm to ensure these documents are legally binding in your 
state. 
 

3. Know Your Rights (KYR) at Home and Work 
Memorize these fundamental protections: 

●​ Right to Remain Silent: You do not have to answer questions about where you were born or how you 
entered the U.S. 

●​ Do Not Open the Door: Unless agents have a warrant signed by a judge, you do not have to let them 
into your home. A warrant signed by an ICE official is not enough to enter a private residence. 
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●​ Do Not Sign Anything: Do not sign any documents (especially "Voluntary Departure") without 
speaking to an attorney from Cohen, Tucker + Ades first. 

4. Communication Plan 
●​ The "Emergency Call": Ensure everyone in the house knows who to call first if someone is detained. 
●​ ICE Locator: Teach family members how to use the Online Detainee Locator System using the 

$A-Number$ and Date of Birth. 
●​ Code Word: Establish a code word with your family that means "An emergency is happening; follow 

the plan." 

5. Financial "Rainy Day" Fund 
Set aside a small amount of cash for immediate needs, such as: 

●​ Emergency bond money. 
●​ Phone credits for detention center calls. 
●​ Immediate grocery or utility costs for family members left behind. 

 
How to Use This Resource 

1.​ Print two copies: One for your home and one to keep in a safe place outside the home (like a trusted 
friend's house). 

2.​ Upload digital copies: Store photos of your documents on a secure cloud drive (Google Drive, iCloud) 
that your emergency contact can access. 

3.​ Review the plan: Sit down with your family every six months to update phone numbers and 
documents. 

 
Need a Professional Review? 
Our attorneys can help you draft a legally sound Power of Attorney and review your documents to ensure you 
are in the best possible position. 

Call Cohen, Tucker + Ades at (212) 840-0050 to schedule a "Plan Review" consultation. 
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